THE PBOBLEM OF TBUTH AND EBROB

ing out of human purposes. So soon as uncertainty
arises in the course of fulfilling a purpose, an idea
or belief is formulated and acted on, to fill the gap
where immediate certitude has broken down. This
engenders the truth-claim, which is necessarily a
' good' in its maker's eyes, because it has been
selected by him and judged preferable to any alter-
native that occurred to him.

How, then, is it tested? Simply-by the con-
sequences which follow from adopting it and using
it as an assumption upon which to work. If these
consequences are satisfactory, if they promote the
purpose in hand, instead of thwarting it, and thus
have a valuable effect upon life, then the truth-
claim maintains its * truth/ and is so far validated.
This is the universal method of testing assertions
alike in the formation of mathematical laws, physical
hypotheses, religious beliefs, and ethical postulates.
Hence such pragmatic aphorisms as 'truth is
useful' or * truth is a matter of practical con-
sequences' mean essentially that all assertions
must be tested by being applied to a real problem of
knowing. What is signified by such statements is
that no 6truth5 must be accepted merely on
account of the insistence of its claim, but that
every idea must be tested by the consequences of
its working. Its truth will then depend upon those
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